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Doggone Safe Regional Coordinator Job Description

1. Field inquiries from people looking for a presentation
a. Search in the Member and Non-member Be a Tree Presenter directories and give the customer the contact info for presenters in their local area.
b. Give the customer instructions for doing their own search.
c. Tell the customer that they can purchase a Be a Tree kit and do the presentation themselves if there is no presenter in their area. They can purchase the Be a Tree kit at the Doggone Safe site or by calling 877-350-3232 to purchase on the phone.

2. Field inquiries from people who want to become presenters
a. Become familiar with the various FAQ at the Be a Tree page so as to able to be able to answer questions.
b. Direct the person to the Be a Tree FAQ pages so that they can get the answers for themselves.
c. Instruct them that they can purchase the Be a Tree kit at the Doggone Safe site or by calling 877-350-3232 to purchase on the phone.

3. Field inquiries from the local media
a. Be familiar with the information in the Doggone Safe Backgrounder and talking points (attached).
b. Send the Backgrounder and talking points to the media person.

4. Promote Doggone Safe whenever the opportunity arises
a. Send out our seasonal press releases to local media.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Follow up with the local media whenever there is a dog bite reported in the media in your region (sample email attached). Sign up for Google alerts so that you will know when a bite is reported in the news in your area.




Doggone Safe Talking Points

· Doggone Safe is a non-profit organization dedicated to dog bite prevention education and victim support 
· Be a Tree is a program offered by Doggone Safe to school children.
· Over half a million children have attended a Be a Tree presentation.
· There are more than 500 presenters worldwide.
· Doggone Safe members across Canada and the US and as far away as Europe, Australia and Taiwan visit schools to educate children about reading dog body language and how to act safely around dogs.
· The Be a Tree focuses on what TO do, rather than what NOT to do. Children are empowered with the knowledge they need to make safe choices around dogs

Main Doggone Safe messages:
 
1. Be a Tree if strange dog comes near or any dog is too frisky or is bothering you.
2. Pet only happy dogs – panting and wagging dogs are happy; dogs that are licking their chops, yawning, scratching or biting at themselves, turning away or have their tail between their legs are anxious and would like to be left alone.
3. Dogs may warn that they are anxious by showing the white of the eye in a half moon shape – if you see the half-moon eye or other signs that a dog is anxious, leave him alone.
4. Dogs don’t like hugs and kisses – even your own dog does not enjoy this – scratch him on the side of the neck instead. 
5. Pet dogs only if your parent and the dog owner give permission and only if the dog sits when the owner asks it to.
6. Avoid dogs that are pulling on the leash or have their tails held very high in the air.
7. Avoid dogs that are hurt, eating, sleeping, resting in their special place, chewing on a toy or bone or have puppies.
8. Never under any circumstances go near a tied dog – even your own dog. 
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Doggone Safe Backgrounder

Doggone Safe is a non-profit organization dedicated to dog bite prevention
through education, and dog bite victim support (through the Courtney
Trempe Memorial Fund for Dog Bite Victim Support). Doggone Safe is
incorporated as a non-profit corporation in Canada and the US and is a
501(c)3 registered charity in the US. Doggone Safe has members and
partners throughout North America and overseas. Doggone Safe provides
educational resources to the public through its website, community
events, consumer shows and seminar programs. Doggone Safe is widely
regarded as the premiere provider of dog bite prevention information that
focuses on empowerment through knowledge and understanding of dog
body language and how to act safely around dogs.

The Be a Tree program for school aged children is Doggone Safe’s flagship
program. Over 500,000 children have benefited from attending this
presentation which is delivered by Doggone Safe members, public health
professionals, emergency services professionals, veterinarians, veterinary
technicians, dog trainers, groomers, pet sitters, teachers and others. The
Be a Tree program is the only dog bite prevention program to be
promoted by major professional organizations. These include the
Saskatchewan Veterinary Medical Association, the Canadian Association of
Animal Health Technologists and Technicians and the provincial Veterinary
Technician/Technologist associations across Canada.

The Be a Tree program is a fun and interactive program that teaches
children how to read dog body language. They learn that dogs have
feelings and emotions and that they show these in various ways.
Sometimes dogs don’t want to meet children and sometimes they do.
Children learn not to fear dogs, but to judge when a dog does or does not
want to play or be petted. They learn to recognize the signs of a happy
dog (panting and wagging his tail and sitting with his owner) and to
recognize the displacement behaviors dogs show when they are anxious
and don’t want to interact (licking their chops, yawning, turning away or
showing a half moon of white in their eye). They learn that a pushy type
of dog may be staring with mouth closed and/or holding his tail way up in
the air. Most importantly the children learn that dogs don’t like hugs and
kisses and they learn how to be a tree (stand still with your hands folded
in front and watch your roots grow — look at your feet) until the dog goes
away or help comes.

Doggone Safe promotes positive training and particularly clicker training
as a way for children and families to interact and bond with the dog and to
learn to empathize with the dog and gain the respect and co-operation of
the dog.
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